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Outline of Presentation 

 Some basic findings of corpus linguistics 
(the study of the actual usage of language) 

 

 Introduction to problems faced by EFL 
learners related to vocabulary   

 

 Introduction to online tools to help analyze 
and teach important vocabulary and reading 
content 

 



Why Focus on 

Vocabulary? 

 



The seminal work in vocabulary 

instruction 

 

Nation, I. S. P. (1990). Teaching and 

learning vocabulary. Boston: Heinle 

& Heinle Publishers. 



Some Opening Questions: 

1. How many words do you think there are in the 

English Language? 

 

 1,000,000 (Stanford research group, 2008) 

 350,000 (Oxford English Dictionary) 

 

2. How many words does a typical native speaker know? 

 

 20,0000 (Goulden, Nation, Read, 2000) 

 



The Importance of “Frequency” 

 
Words Known %  of Comprehension Researcher 

1       7%    West(53), Nation(90)  

10       25%   West(53), Nation(90)  

100       50%   West(53), Nation(90)  

1000      75%   West(53), Engles(68) 

2000      81%   West(53), Nation(90) 

5000      95%   Hirsch & Nation(92) 

8000      98%   Laufer (92), Coady(93) 

350,000     100%    Oxford English Dictionary 



Coverage for high frequency words* 

0 

0.1 

0.2 

0.3 

0.4 

0.5 

0.6 

0.7 

0.8 

0.9 

1 

0 2000 4000 6000 8000 

(Leech, Rayson, & Wilson, 2001) 

C
o
v
e
ra

g
e
 

Rank 

*within the BNC 



0 

10 

20 

30 

40 

50 

60 

70 

80 

90 

1st 2000 2nd 2000 3rd 2000 4th 2000 5th 2000 

83 

5 3 2 1 

Text coverage in a 10m word corpus 
%

 o
f 
c
o
v
e
ra

g
e
  

Frequency Bands 

©Cambridge University Press 2002. Research © M McCarthy 2002 



 EFL learners don’t know enough high 

frequency words… 



How many words do EFL learners know?       

Country Vocabulary Size Reference 

China (English Majors) 4000 Laufer (99) 

Israel (HS graduates) 3500 Laufer (98) 

Japan (University) 2000-2300 Shillaw (95), Barrow (99) 

Oman (University) 2000 Hort et al (98) 

Greece (age 15, HS) 1680 Milton & Meara (98) 

Indonesia (University) 1220 Nurweni & Read (99) 

Germany (age 15, HS) 1200 Milton & Meara (98) 

France (HS students) 1000 Arnaud et al (85) 

Minimum 5000 words needed for independent learning 



What percentage of 

words do you think must 

be known for them to be 

able to read easily? 

 
 

50% ? 

75% ? 

85% ? 

95% ? 

 

The Importance of “Frequency” 

 



75% Coverage      
1000 high frequency words 

 

If      *      planting rates are     *      with planting           

*          *       in each      *      and the forests        *     

at the earliest opportunity, the     *     wood supplies 

could further increase to about 36 million     *     

meters     *      in the     *     2001-2015. The 

additional     *     wood supply should greatly      *              

*              *     , even if much is used for     *      

production. 

[ 15 missing words ] 



 

If     *      planting rates are with planting 

in each      *       and the forests 

 at the earliest opportunity, the      *      wood 

supplies could further increase to about 36 million     *     

meters     *     in the  2001-2015. The additional  

_ * _   wood supply should greatly   __*_       

__*__  , even if much is used for  ___* _      

production. 

[ 9 missing words ] 

85% Coverage      
2000 high frequency words 
 



95% Coverage 
5000 high frequency words 

 

If current planting rates are with planting 

in each  and the forests 

at the earliest opportunity, the  wood supplies 

could further increase to about 36 million __ * ___ 

meters in the 2001-2015. The 

additional wood supply should greatly 

, even if much is used 

for production. 

[ 1 missing word ] 



Vocabulary Thresholds: 

Coverage Comprehension  Source 

80% reading comprehension is almost 

impossible 

Hu & Nation, 2001 

95%  coverage is the point at which 

learners can read without the help 

of dictionaries 

Laufer, 1989 

98% coverage is the point at which 

learners can “read for pleasure” 

Nation, 2003 
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of 
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abstain 

emigrate 

torment 

Example: 

The Negative Effect of “Test English” in 

Japan… 

 

 PROBLEM: Students NEED to learn the first 5000 

words of English to use English in the real word… 

   

 But entrance exams and school textbooks force 

students to memorize hundreds of low-frequency words… 

  

 RESULT? Students can’t deal with real world English 

because they don’t know hundreds of the most important 

high frequency words… 

 

 The same is true for learners from countries all over the 

world and has a clear effect on learning Business English 

too 

 

sum 
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SOLUTION NUMBER ONE: 



Graded Materials - Reading 

• Cambridge 
 

• Oxford 
 

• Penguin 
 

• etc… 
 



Graded Materials - Listening 



How can an “authentic” video be 

graded?.... 

 
Approach 1: Decide by “expert intuition” 

 

Approach 2: Decide using Readability Formulas 

 

Graded Authentic Videos 



Readability Formulas 
(Flesch-Kincaid) 



Readability Formulas 
(Flesch-Kincaid) 



Readability Formulas 
(Flesch-Kincaid) 



Readability Formulas 
(Flesch-Kincaid) 



Step 1: 

 

Find an interesting 

article related to your 

language goals… 

Simplifying Authentic Reading 

Materials 

 



 

Step 2: 

Paste it into a text analysis tool… 

Simplifying Authentic Reading 

Materials 

 



Step 3: 

 

Analyze text, 

remove or 

simplify difficult 

words to achieve 

95% level… 

Simplifying Authentic Reading 

Materials 

 



Step 4: 

 

Rate the final 

difficulty of the article 

and make it 

available to learners 

to read/listen at their 

level… 

Simplifying Authentic Reading 

Materials 

 



SOLUTION NUMBER TWO: 



Select 

difficulty 

level of 

videos you 

want 

Get help 

from the 

English 

captions 

Scaffolding Tools for Videos 

Transcripts can be hidden by pushing these buttons 



Scaffolding Tools for Videos 

Learn key 

vocabulary words 

and phrases from 

video 

More than one 

example of the 

use of the key 

vocabulary in 

order to clarify 

meaning 



100% 

0% 

Click on any word in 

the transcript to get 

definitional info: 

 

• definition 

• part of speech 

• sample sentence 

• pronunciation 

Scaffolding Tools for Videos 



100% 

0% 

Encourages learners to listen multiple times until they can catch the meaning 

Push this 

button to 

slow the 

speed of 

speech 

Scaffolding Tools for Videos 



Questions? 

If you have any questions, 

please type them in the 

chat box on the right side of 
your screen.  



Thank you ! 

You will receive a copy of this presentation shortly.  

 
 Dr. Charles Browne, Professor of Applied Linguistics 

 Chair, EFL Teacher Training Program 

 Meiji Gakuin University, Dept. of English 

 browne@ltr.meijigakuin.ac.jp 


