Webinar: The Importance of
High Frequency Vocabulary to
Language Learning

Dr. Charles Browne, Professor of Applied Linguistics
Director, EFL Teacher Education Program
Melji Gakuin University; Tokyo, Japan



mailto:browne@ltr.meijigakuin.ac.jp

On-demand Distance
Business English Training
that combines

eLearning, written coaching &
Live Trainers by Telephone



Harvard
business
| review

Content
Partners

CORPORATE FACTS

e .\ 1 /7

NI
"

Language
Providers 10 _
Countries

ngFLUENT



METHOD

ngFLUENT



Harvard
business
| review

Content
Partners

CORPORATE FACTS

e .\ 1 /7

NI
"

Language
Providers 10 _
Countries

ngFLUENT



Outline of Presentation

Some basic findings of corpus linguistics
(the study of the actual usage of language)

Introduction to problems faced by EFL
learners related to vocabulary

Introduction to online tools to help analyze
and teach important vocabulary and reading
content



Why Focus on
Vocabulary?




The seminal work in vocabulary

Instruction
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Nation, I. S. P. (1990). Teaching and
learning vocabulary. Boston: Heinle
& Heinle Publishers.



Some Opening Questions:

How many words do you think there are in the
English Language?

1,000,000 (Stanford research group, 2008)
350,000 (Oxford English Dictionary)

How many words does a typical native speaker know?

20,0000 (Goulden, Nation, Read, 2000)



The Importance of “Frequency”

Words Known % of Comprehension Researcher
1 West(53), Nation(90)

10 West(53), Nation(90)
100 West(53), Nation(90)
1000 West(53), Engles(68)

2000 West(53), Nation(90)

5000 Hirsch & Nation(92)
8000 Laufer (92), Coady(93)
350,000 Oxford English Dictionary




Coverage for high frequency words*

(Leech, Rayson, & Wilson, 2001)
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Text coverage in a 10m word corpus
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PROBLEMN:

EFL learners don’'t know enough high
frequency words...



How many words do EFL learners know?

Minimum words needed for independent learning

China (English Majors) 4000 Laufer (99)
Israel (HS graduates) 3500 Laufer (98)
Japan (University) 2000-2300  Shillaw (95), Barrow (99)

Oman (University) 2000 Hort et al (98)
Greece (age 15, HS) 1680 Milton & Meara (98)
Indonesia (University) 1220 Nurweni & Read (99)
Germany (age 15, HS) 1200 Milton & Meara (98)
France (HS students) 1000 Arnaud et al (85)




The Importance of “Frequency”

ngFLUENT St

m Live Lessons eLe i

mbracing risk in career decisions

What percentage of
words do you think must
be known for them to be
able to read easily?

50% ?
75% ?
85% ?
95% ?



1000 high frequency words [

If * planting rates are __ *  with planting

* * Ineach __* and the forests *
at the earliest opportunity, the _ *  wood supplies
could further increase to about 36 million *
meters __ * Inthe__* 2001-2015. The
additional _ * wood supply should greatly _ *

* * ,evenif muchisusedfor *

production. _—




2000 high frequency words

If __* planting rates are maintained with planting
targets satisfied in each __ * and the forests

milled at the earliest opportunity, the __ *  wood
supplies could further increase to about 36 million __*

meters _* in the period 2001-2015. The additional
* __wood supply should greatly exceed __ *
* __,even if much is used for *

production. N




5000 high frequency words [ ]

If current planting rates are maintained with planting
targets satisfied in each and the forests milled
at the earliest opportunity, the wood supplies
could further increase to about 36 million __ *

meters In the period 2001-2015. The
additional wood supply should greatly
exceed , even if much is used
for production.




Vocabulary Thresholds:

reading comprehension is almost  Hu & Nation, 2001
Impossible

coverage is the point at which Laufer, 1989
learners can read without the help
of dictionaries

coverage is the point at which Nation, 2003
learners can “read for pleasure”




Frequency
350,000

exasperate

digress

abstain

emigrate

torment

5,000

ace

permission
bid

HFW

= NW

Example:

The Negative Effect of “Test English” in
Japan...

v PROBLEM: Students NEED to learn the first 5000
words of English to use English in the real word...

v' But entrance exams and school textbooks force
students to memorize hundreds of

v RESULT? Students can’t deal with real world English
because they don’t know hundreds of the most important
high frequency words...

v The same is true for learners from countries all over the
world and has a clear effect.an learning Business English
110]0)



SOLUTION NUMBER ONE:

-~ COMPREHENSIBLE INPUT
AUTHENTIC AND MOTIVATING
LISTENING AND READING MATERIALS



Graded Materials - Reading
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Graded Materials - Listening
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VOA Learning English :
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in London gatﬁer at three-thirty for
their after-school math lessons.
Five time zones and thousands of

Kids In Britain + Online Tutors In India = Divided Oplinions B
From: VOALeamingEnglish 1 ”lyZB,ZOll |4ﬁ67m

This is the VOA Special English Education Repart, from hitp:/ /voaspecialanglish.com |
hitp: / /facebook.com /vasiaasmingenglish

India was once a colony in the British Empire. But now Indian tutars are helping to teach math 1., [mese info)
View comments, related videos, and more

* Back to Playlists
Education Report

For learners of American English: News and
information about education in the U.S.
More Info
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Graded Videos

How can an “authentic” video be
graded?....

Approach 1: Decide by “expert intuition”

Approach 2: Decide using Readability Formulas




Readability Formulas
(Flesch-Kincaid)

Flesch Reading Ease

In the Flesch Reading Ease test, higher scores indicate material that is easier to read; lower numbers mark
passages that are more difficult to read. The formula for the Flesch Reading Ease Score (FRES) test is

" total words _ . {total syllables
— | - 846 | —m
total words

206.835 — 1.015 (
total sentences

%

Scores can be interpreted as shown in the table below.

Score Notes
80.0-100.0 easily understandable by an average 11-year-old student
80.0-70.0 |easily understandable by 13- to 15-year-old students
0.0-30.0 |best understood by university graduates

Readability index calculator

Paste your sample text in the field below. A longer text provides a
more accurate measurement. Select measurement method and
click 'calculate score' to see the score for your text. The result is
displayed below the form.

Do you have a readability formula for a different language? Please
post an article comment and I'll add it here.

Method: | FleschKincaid (English) ||

Calculate score




Readability Formulas
(Flesch-Kincaid)

EnglishCentral suixguge TEnglish & robert 0 days left in trial. Upgrade today.
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Title:
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Readability Formulas
(Flesch-Kincaid)

Get Email Updates = Contact Us
THE WHITE HOUSE
wasRGToS
BLOG PHOTOS & VIDEO BRIEFING ROOM ISSUES the ADMINISTRATION the WHITE HOUSE our GOVERNMENT
Home » Briefing Room = Speeches & Remarks Search

THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release September 8, 2009

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
IN A NATIONAL ADDRESS TO AMERICA'S SCHOOLCHILDREN
WATCH THE VIDEO
Wakefield High School
Arlington, Virginia

12:06 P.M.EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Hello, everybody! Thank you. Thank you. Thank you, everybody. All right, everybody go ahead
and have a seat. How is everybody doing today? (Applause.) How about Tim Spicer? (Applause.) | am here with
students at Wakefield High School in Arlington, Virginia. And we've got students tuning in from all across America,
from kindergarten through 12th grade. And | am just so glad that all could join us today. And | want to thank
Wakefield for being such an outstanding host. Give yourselves a big round of applause. (Applause.) September 08, 2008
President Obama’s Message for America’s

| know that for many of you, today is the first day of school. And for those of you In kindergarten, or starting middle Students

or high school, it's your first day in a new school, so it's understandable if you're a little nervous. | imagine there
are some seniors out there who are feeling pretty good right now — (applause) — with just one more year to go.
And no matter what grade you're in, some of you are probably wishing it were still summer and you could've
stayed in bed just a little bitlonger this morning.




Readability Formulas
(Flesch-Kincaid)

Readability index calculator

Paste your sample text in the field below. A longer text provides a
more accurate measurement. Select measurement method and
click 'calculate score' to see the score for your text. The result is
displayed below the form.

Do you have a readability formula for a different language?
Please post an article comment and I['ll add it here.

* Text: [Hello, everybody! Thank you. Thank you. Thank
you, everybody. All right, everybody go ahead and
have a seat. How is everybody doing today?
[Applause.) How about Tim Spicer? (Applause.) | am
here with students at Wakefield High School in
Arlington, Virginia. And we've got students tuning
in from all across America, from kindergarten

'Y

Method: | Flesch-Kincaid (English)

—
r Calculate score )

Method used: Flesch-Kincaid {(English).

Flesch-Kincaid Grade level: 9.
lesch-Kincaid Reading Ease score: 61,

The Flesch-KiflC 4 tase score indicates how easy a text
is to read. A high score implies an easy text. In comparison
comics typically score around 90 while legalese can get a score
below 10.

The Flesch-Kincaid Grade level indicates the grade a person will
have to have reached to be able to understand the text. E.g. a
grade level of 7 means that a seventh grader will be able to
understand the text.




Simplifying Authentic Reading
Materials
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Simplifying Authentic Reading
Materials

Step 2:
Paste it into a text analysis tool...

> > English

Web VP v 3 Classic *NEW* Handle all capped words not at sentence boundary =
Input method A Type or paste smaller text (<2000 words) below and click Submit_window to see its Frequency Profile.

Title: [T I | FREC | | | |2 | AWL texts > APA, |

A few years ago, | had a brilliant New Year's resol :1'd arrange to play s sh with my friend Ben three times a week. The lure of seeing him
would compel me to visit the gym, and we'd get fit in the process. The only h that Ben, as a teacher, had to b

matches could begin no later than 6:00 a.m. For over a year, we kept up the ritual — until | finally realized | was so exhausted from the early
mornings, | wasn't productive the rest of the day.

Goal setting can be powerful. It's important to periodically look at your 5 and ensure you're doing the things that matter,

5, getting healthy, or making calls. But it's equally important to re-evaluate those goals to ensure they're still
appropriate /m — the same ited with Ben — there's a huge banner with a Lance Armstrong quote: "Pain is temporary. Quitting
lasts fores ut I'd like to suggest there are three very good reasons to abandon your goals.

Demos: | Lit | Science | News | Speech | | List SUBMIT

Non-Lexical Proper Nouns: Recategorize these words as 1k. [Type, paste, or dbl-click textarea items].

* | AND/OR"* all Capped non-initials

Input method B To upload larger text files ["NEW* option to load technical list lEE)
1 RN Capped noniniials = 1k,

1a. drive for optional tech list, named EETRTINNN | 1
2.

Original VP by A Heatley & P. Nation, VUW Mew Zealand & B. Laufer, U Haifa, lsrael; AWL by A. Coxhead VUW, WebVF adapted by T. Cobb, UQAM Canada.



Simplifying Authentic Reading
Materials

(All-arrowdell 10 preserve seitings) > Output

WES VP QUTPUT FOR FILE: Untitiad

Words mcstegorized by user as 1k Bame (proper nouns elc): NONE {ictal 0 tokens )

Famies Types Tokens Percent Words in text (lokens) 235
K1 Words (1-1000) 94 107 184  7B.30% Different words (types) 152
Function (114) (48.51%) Tyne-lan sk 0.85
Content (70) (29.79%) Tokans per type: 1.56
> Anglo-Sax (44) (18.72%) Lex density (content wordsfotal) 0.51
et o & 4 G
5 5 5 2.13% Pertaining to onfist only
> Anglo-Sax 4) (1.70%) Tokens: 209
L e ] | | . K8043%) Types 130
AWL Words Familles 116
1
(academic): W . oo o Tokens per family: 180
> Anglo-Sax (3) (1.28%) Types per family 1.12
1 oz W e ArgoSexndex. |
116+7 152 235 100% Greco-LatFrCognale IGax: rwe o s 21.05%
For csay odking as MS Wo fadly
Page menu: Drmladne AL dn) Posbaten VP rgativel

Note: In the outpet test, punchustion is ebminated; sl Agures (1, 20, sic) am replaced by $e word numbev; contractions are mplacad by constituent words (wond => will sof): type-
foken mtion s calicdated using said conaliluents, and in the Tk subanalysis content + funclion words may sum 10 leas than lotal (depending on user restment of proper Nouns and

progmm decision 1o class numbers a3 1k although not contained In Tk lst); single latiers am séminated except for W and 1

NEW - Edit-to-a-Proflle

A fow years ago, | had a brilllant New Year's resolution:
I'd arrange to play squash with my friend Ben three times
a woek. The lure of seeing him would compel me to visit
the gym, and we'd get fit in the process. The only hitch
was that Ben, as a teacher, had to be at work early, so our!
matches could begin no later than 6:00 a.m. For overa
year, we kept up the ritual — until | finally realized | was

s0 exhausted from the sarly mornings, | wasn't

productive the rest of the day.

Goal setting can be powerful. It's important to periodically
look at your priorities and ensure you're doing the things
that matter, whether it's seeing friends, getting healthy, or
making more sales calls. But it's equally important to re-
evaluate those goals to ensure they're still appropriate.
At my gym — the same one | visited with Ben — there's a
huge banner with a Lance Armstrong quote: "Pain is
temporary. Quitting lasts forever.” But I'd like to suggest
there are three very good reasons to abandon your
goals.

Edit, Chack with (SRS, and

a few yoars ago | had a new year

resolution | would to play with
my friend threoe imes a week the of
seoing him would ne o via "
and we wouid get ™t @ process the only
was that acher had (o be =t

work early so our cou 2gin no
later than number a for over a year we kept up
the unthl ﬂn..lly rvalized | was s0

from the early momings | was not

productive tho rost of the day

goal setting can b
periodically look at y

you are doing the thing
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ir priorities and ensure

Is soeing frionds ge
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Step 3.

Analyze text,
remove or
simplify difficult
words to achieve
95% level...

nglish as a Business

Communication Too



Simplifying Authentic Reading
Materials

Step 4.

Rate the final
difficulty of the article
and make it
avallable to learners
to read/listen at their
level...




SOLUTION NUMBER TWO:
SCAFFOLDING TOOLS TO HELP LEARNERS
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Scaffolding Tools for Videos

ngFLUENT

m Live Lessons elLearning Test Tools Man3
K [} " o S W [PTSSSSSSSSSS——————

TimesCast: Microsoft to invest in Nook

Se|eCt 688 views - © 2012 The New York Times - April 30, 2012 in Finance
dlﬂ:lculty level 3 level 4
level of
videos you
want
Get help i@y Watch the video
: R and take the quiz
from the Mi_chacl de la Merced
EngIISh DEALBOUK HEFURTER
captions They're putting about $300 million into thess :

unit

119/02:53 @

< Print the Quiz guestions

Transcrints can be hidden bv pushina these buttons



Scaffolding Tools for Videos

buys time: To buy time is to increase the period for someone to do something. Cur client moved the project’s
deadline to a later date, which bought time for us to complete the project

“... it really buys them time to try to chip away at Amazon's lead.”

Learn key

chip away at (something): To chip away at something is to gradually remove or reduce that thing. The
a 55 decisions ch.pped away at its p ntil it ﬁ'ﬂdny rent D&’?K!’UDI. Vocab u | ary WO rds

“... it really buys them time to try to chip away at Amazon’'s lead.” and ph raSGS frOm
video

buggy: When something is bugay, it has many errors or problems that stop it from functioning properly.
According to many tech writers' reviews, the compa ? is buggy. One of its main problems is

that it suddenly shuts dowt even when the battery is

More than one

untapped: When something is untapped, it is available butis not currently being used. The governme

planning to explore areas of the country that may have uniapped oil resources exam p I e Of th e
“... that's a big untapped market for Barnes & Noble and for e-books generatly.” use Of the key

fruitful: When something is fruitful, it produces good results or gives a lot of benefits. Mark's investment in the VOCabU|al’y |n

new technology company proved to be a fruitful one. After just a year, the company’s profits greatly increased o
order to clarify

meaning

"... they see a lot of fruitful combinations there."




Scaffolding Tools for Videos

Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince: Artist - ClICk On any Word In
on Artist the transcript to get

definitional info:
SOMETIMES (atvem)

DEFINITION: in an occasional manner
EXAMPLE: 1 usually drive to work, but | take the bus sometimes too.”

e =« definition

m MIVE® T W WP R WP " part Of Speech
= * sample sentence
* pronunciation

People sometimes £ : 5 "Oh! Is it boring to play the same
character for so long?”

No, it's hot. Because he changes so much that actually, no. It
| doesn’t get boring in the slightest,

It's like a marathon, making these movies. They take 6 months to
shoot. It's quite a big job.

1 Bt Laniow it Ive vaslhe fuin




Scaffolding Tools for Videos

Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince: Artist

Push this vl
button to
slow the
speed of
speech

DANIEL RADCLIFFE

58PS aryv Potter

| No, it's not, Because he changes 5o much that actually, no. It
doesn't got boring in the slightest.

It's Nke a marathon, making these movies, They take 6 months to
shoot. It's quite a big job,

“ Bor Lanion it e vanihi fim
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If you have any questions, !

please type them In the i
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yOUI’ screen. Webinar - Charles Brown Test
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Thank you !

You will receive a copy of this presentation shortly.

Dr. Charles Browne, Professor of Applied Linguistics
Chair, EFL Teacher Training Program

Meiji Gakuin University, Dept. of English
browne@lItr.meijigakuin.ac.jp

English as a Business
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